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DEO r. iv. 8. 


What Nation is there ſa great, that hath Statutes 
and Judgments ſo Righteous, as all this Law, 
" which I. ſet before you this day? 


IEN we conſider Mankind: * Go- 
f vernment and Laws; every one acting 
for himſelf; purſuing his own _ intereſt, ſeparate 
from the reſt of the world; deſtitute of any friend- 
ly aſſiſtance, and guarding himſelf againſt the fraud 
and violence of others; what a ſtate of doubt and 
anxiety, of confuſion and miſery, is repreſented to 
our mind! A ftate, the apprehenſions of which 
muſt ſhock every man, who is endued with ſocial 
and benevolent affections, and who knows the ten- 
der feelings of kindred and friendſhip : ſince he 
would be thereby reduced to depend upon his own 
ſtrength or ſubtlety for the neceſſaries of life; and 
could be no further ſafe, than the ſame Powers 


. defend and maintain them would be 
. 


Gen. xvi. 12. 


An ASSIZE:SERMON. 


expoſed to continual dan ger, and ſee every thing, 
which might be dear to him, liable to be forced 
from him. All comforts and conveniences would 
be rendered quite precarious, and every one be in 
Iſhmael's condition, having his hand ageing ane 
* and _—_ man's hand i ma IA 


* 


\ 


T 115 ſtate of common e ane” Fn 
from which no one could free himſelf by his own . 


power and defence, naturally directed men t 6 fog 
themſelves into Societies: that by their joint Atgength 
they might procure and enjoy what every ane en- 
perienced the want of in himſelf. Hereby, : as by 


a kind of ſtipulation or agreement, they engaged 
to protect each other from injuries, and toi ſecure 


the peaceable poſſeſſion of their * . 


and liberties. FL Cit. THO 

Thus the original cauſe of T * 
was the defence and ſafety of private right; but 
other objects of attention ſoon aroſe from the very 


nature of ſociety; ſuch as the honour and advance- 


ment of the public, the cultivation of commerce, 
and improvement in learning and ſciences, and all 
the 


Preachtd'at GUILDFORD. 
| ther uſcfulandelegattartsof life. Thetice it became 
neceflary to form Laws; which are the greateſt ſe- 
curity againſt violence and oppreſſion; and the only 
ſource and ſolid; baſis of public peace and pro- 
ſperity. Every People or Nation, in order to have 
what may be eſteemed as a Commonwealth, or Go- 
vernment, muſt eſtabliſh ſome well-concerted plan 
of Polity ; which by a juſt and prudent adminiſtra- 
tion of affairs may protect the particular intereſt of 


every member, and-promote the honour and happi- 
neſs. os the whole . 


The words eee to point out 
the peculiar excellence of that ſtate, in which God 
had placed the Iſraelites; the fitneſs of their Judg- 
ments or Laws for the Security of their Civil rights 
and the advancement of their Political welfare; and 
the purity of their Statutes or Eccleſiaſtical precepts 
for the good order of His Church, and the fuitable 
1 ere of His Wenn. 
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But che ls may be with great reaſon and 
_—_—_ applied to any other Government under 
ſuch circumſtances, as that of Iſrael : and eſpecially 

| to 
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An A8 8IZ2 E SERMON 
to that excellent form, with which we of tis nak 


tion are bleſſed; who enjoy a complete ſyſtem of 


laws, producing every ſocial advantage and benefit ; 


and who more immediately, by embracing the Goſ-- 
. of Chriſt, have the Lord for our Gd. 


»& 


It wool be too OW: an nenen * the 
preſent occaſion to conſider the reaſons, upon which 
every particular Law hath been founded ; and- then 
to point out, how each of them hath yielded its 


proper effect in promoting the public welfare. And 


indeed ſome general obſervations upon the excellency 


of our Conſtitution will manifeſt the Righteouſneſs 


of our Statutes and Judgments, and juſtify its title 
to that character, which Moſes attributes to the 
Jewiſh Law: fo that all, who ſhall hear our Sta- 


tutes, muſt acknowledge his great nation to be a 
wiſe and under flanding People. | wo ans 


T M Liberty, which all men of honeſty and un- 
derſtanding approve, and which ſeems to have fixed 
its reſidence with us, is nicely poized upon a per- 
fed balance: it is far from Slavery on the one hand, 


* * * © 
4 


* * 
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that miſerable ſubjection to Arbitrary power, with- 
out any control or reſtraint; and equally diſtant 
on the other from that Confuſion or Licentiouſneſs 


which ſuppoſeth no legal eſtabliſnment. It is not a 
freedom to gratify our inordinate paſſions, and to 


give a full ſcope to every deſire and. inclination in 
the heart: for a freedom without regard to reaſon 
and religion, would in effect be only a licence to 
make ourſelves miſerable. True Liberty is found- 


ed upon Laws, which are calculated for the general 


happineſs : it declines and periſhes by Licentiouſ- 
neſs ; and cannot be maintained without ſuch good 


reſtrictions, to which it is deſirable, that ſocial and 
religious creatures ſhould be ſubject, and without 
which we ſhould be in a ſtate of diſtraction and 


miſery. 


Again, As to our right and power of Property; 
it is an eaſy and ſafe poſſeſſion of what is our own n: 
we have the ſatisfaction of calling it ſo, we have the 
freedom of enjoying it, and an authority to claim 
and recover it from the moſt powerful invader. 
When there was no common. Juſtice, and no legal 


redreſs of injuries; every poſſeſſion was uncertain, 
B and 


Micah iv. 4. 


An ASSIZE SERMON 
and labour almoſt vain and fruitleſs : but under our 
Governmeat, founded in the moſt tender regard for 


the good of its ſubjects, every one may fit ſecure 
under his own vine, and under his own fig-tree, 


ſheltered from the attacks of wicked men: our 


Laws are, as it were, a wall of defence about our 


dwellings, and free us from all dread and appre- 
henſion - e re e 


And e It is an \ effential part of a wiſe and 
good Conſtitution to ſupport and encourage the ex- 
erciſe of Religion: to protect men, that they may 


Lake i. 74. ſerve God without fear according to the dictates of 


their conſciences; and to provide a public direction 
and aſſiſtance for the improvement of their minds 


in the knowledge and practice of all virtue, 


The cxciciſe of Religion is neceſſary, as it re- 
commends us to the favour of God, and engages 
the protection of the Almighty. It is generally 
obſerved, both in Sacred and Profane hiſtory, that 
the Proſperity or Adverſity of Nations hath been 
anſwerable to the ſtate of Religion amongſt them. 
They flouriſhed and were happy, while the people 


WETE 
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were virtuous; but as theſe became degenerate and 


corrupt, They languiſhed and declined, and ſunk 
into, contempt and diſſolution. Righteouſneſs ex- Prov. xiv. 34 
| alteth a nation, but Sin is the reproach and ruin of 
Any people. 
ward thoſe, who are obedient to his commands; 
but withdraws his protection, as men fall from their 
duty, and at length avengeth Himſelf of the Na- 
tion, which worketh not righteouſneſs. The Lord : Chron. . 2. 


God hath promiſed to honour and re- 


is with you, while ye be with Him; and if ye ſeek 
Him, He will be found of you ; but f Je — 


Him, He will forſake you. 


But the exerciſe of Religion is the pethes care 


nds of every Government, not only as it engages the 


flavour and bleſſings of Divine Providence, but alſo 


with reſpect to the good effects, which are pro- 
duced to the community by its immediate directions 
and commands, and by the power and influence 


which it hath upon the minds of men. 


Thus in regard to the Ruling part of a Nation; 
the Chriſtian Religion teaches Princes and Gover- 


a g nors, to be a Fer ror, not to good works, but to tbe Rom. xii. 3. 
1 B 2 evil : 
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Luke rail. ag. bil: Mor to exerciſe authority, like the Gentiles ; but 
Rom. xii. 4. to be the miniſters of God to their people for good; 
$:6. and to attend continually upon this very thing. It 
exhorts them to be careful of the proſperity of their 

ſubjects, and truly and indifferently to miniſter 
jjuſtice, to the puniſhment of wickedneſs and vice, 

and to the maintenance of true religion and virtue. 

And in regard to the People; It ſets forth the 
neceſſity of ſubordination, and directs ſubmiſſion 

and obedience to them, who are in authority: it 

Rom. xii. 5. Cauſes them to yield with chearfulneſs honour to whom 
honour, and tribute to whom tribute is due: it com- 

Ads xxii. 5. mands them not to deſpiſe dominion ; gor to ſpeak 
Rom. xiii. 1. il of their rulers; but to be ſubjeci to the higher 
v.c. powers, as ordained of God; and to obey not only 
for wrath (or through fear) but for conſcience ſake. 
Chriſtianity tends to influence our conduct in every 
relation; inciting us to cultivate a ſpirit of univerſal 

love and beneficence; and preſcribing all thoſe du- 

Lake fü. 14. ties and virtues, which inſpire and improve peace 


_ en and good will . men. 


Human Laws may be vert with the' utmoſt 
{kill, 


4 w 1 - 
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| kill, and well calculated for the general good of 
ſociety: but Religion alone can ſecure the ends 
intended by them. The aſſurance of ſecrecy in the 


breach of them, or the expectation of evading their 


force upon a diſcovery, would open a way to all 
licentiouſneſs; did not Religion check the con- 
ſcience, and the hopes and fears of futurity over- 
rule our preſent paſſions and intereſts. What ſecu- 
rity could there be of faith and truſt; ſhould only 
the immediate convenience or inconvenience be re- 
garded? What authority and confirmation would 
there be in an Oath, which is indiſpenſably requiſite 
as an end of firife, and determination of contro-Heb. vi. 16. 
| verſy ; did not the Supreme Being charge the mind, 
and men reverence that ſacred name, by which they 
ſwear? 


It is clear then, that Religion is neceſſary to the 


7 happineſs of a governed ſociety ; and it is as clear, 
that That Conſtitution muſt be the moſt perfect 
and moſt happy, where the true and undefiled re- 
ligion is profeſſed. The value of our's therefore is 
greatly enhanced by the excellency of that Church, | 
I vhich ; is eſtabliſhed amongſt us. 


The 


13 : 


Luke xi. 52. Able ſervice. 
Mat. xxiii. 13. * and ſhut up the kingdom of heaven againſt 
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19 The ptinciples of our reformation are founded 
upon a ſerious and impartial inquiry into the doc- 
trines of Chriſtianity : and we eſteem our Inſtitution 
no further pleaſing to God, than as it is a Reaſon- 
It doth not rale away the hey of know- | 


it doth not contradi& our ſenſes, nor enjoin | 
us 8 5 embrace abſurdities: it doth not aſſume a 
dictatorial power over the underſtandings of man- 
kind, and inſiſt upon an implicit belief: but it 
aſſerts the right, and inculcates the duty and obliga- 


tion upon every one to ſearch the Scriptures. — 
we derive the rule and the authoriry of our Faith; 


and thither we refer men for an honeſt examination 
of it: not doubting, but that the diligent and in- 
genuous inquirer will become a firm and zealous 
defender of 1 it. 


And in imitation of our bleſſed Lord and his 
Apoſtles, our Church endeavours to gain proſelytes 
by thoſe means of inſtruction and edification, which 
are conſiſtent with the liberty and conſtitution of 
the mind of man. Let foree and violence, eruelty and 


perſecution, be the peculiar warfare of the Church 
of 


FFF m a. ²ẽůͥmaͥ m ͤ RÄͥmT̃ͤ . oowewrotc.O ou  rotÞcc caa-1ti cs. LE -5.. ic.” 


Preached at GUILDFORD. 15 
of Nome: and while the ſcourge and the rack are 
their inſtruments of converſion, and men are tor- 
tured into their opinions; be it our method to open 
the Scriptures, and apply to their underſtandings :--- 
by reaſon and argument to prove the truth of our 

faith, and by meekneſs and love to ſhew the effica- 
1 cy of it upon our minds; that, through the aſſiſt- 
ance of the Holy Spirit, we may open rbe eyes of the ag: xi. 18. 


: ignorant; may turm them from darkneſs to li Abr, and 
- rom the oe Wi Satan unto God. 
Ce Thus our Government applies the beſt means to 
th; contribute to the peace and comfort, and to ad- 
ion vance the true intereſt and dignity of the Common- 


i wealth :---to do all poſſible good to the members of 
it; to conſult their preſent proſperity and happineſs, 
| and to confer eternal ſalvation upon them. The 
1 intereſts of Church and State are happily united, 
and cloſely interwoven with each other ; their di- 


7 reQtions and laws promote the ſame good end, the 
welfare of human nature; and mutually ſupport 
1 and improve each other's advantage. They enjoin 
1 piety towards God preſcribing a ſtrict obſervation 
of the Sabbath, as a day of reſt, and a day of wor- 

1 ſhip. 
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ſhip.” They require the punctual petformance ef 
Juſtice and faithfulneſs; and prohibit the gratifica- 0 ö 


77 


tion of any private 48 which may be prejudi- 


cial to others. They command men to fulſil all the 
ſocial and relative duties of life; to be diligent in 
their honeſt callings; to exerciſe their ſeveral facul- A { 
ties and powers for the common good; and to con- 
tribute a proportionable part of their ſubſtance for 
the proviſion of the poor. All which directions are 
formed intirely for the benefit of the world; and 
have a manifeſt tendency to the ſecurity and happi- 1 
neſs, of every man in particular, and of all men as 
united in ſociety. 1 


This is the nature and deſign of our Conſtitu- 
tion, as derived from the holy Scriptures, and en- 
forced by civil Laws. Such are the duties, incum- 4 
bent on its members, as commanded by the State 
on penalty of immediate infliction, and inculcated | 
in the Goſpel by Eternal rewards and puniſhments, | 


If then it be any privilege to have a Government 
eſtabliſhed: upon juſt and equal principles; If it be 
John vi. 68, any fayour and mercy to have the words of eternal 


hfe | 


-- 
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q Ae in our own hands, and to enjoy the liberty of 
1 God, as our conſciences direct; If, in 
ſhort, it be a bleſſing to have the means not only 

e ol our preſent peace and joy, but of everlaſting fe- 
licity; ; how ſhould we eſteem and love the Conſti- 

12 which propoſes and adminiſters to us ſuch 
ineſtimable benefits? —Eſpecially when we conſider 

r  alfo, that we have the higheſt expectation and con- 

7 fidence of the duration of theſe privileges, not only 

from the nature of our Conſtitution ; but from the 

” diſpoſition of our Sovereign; who places his own 

glory and advantage in the happineſs of his ſubjects, 

and the good eſtate of the public; and who prefers 
the government of a free people by their own laws, 
to abſolute dominion and tyranny over a nation of 


. Z ſlaves. 


Let a right ſenſe of theſe bleſlings excite us to 
2 all honour and thankſgiving to our n 
God, who hath poured ſuch benefits upon us; 
meditate on his goodneſs and adore his 3 
name for theſe teſtimonies of his love: and engage 

us to a hearty profeſſion of the true faith, and a 


K ſuitable practice, that we may appear not wholly un- 


C worthy 


F7: 
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worthy of that long courſe of mercies, by which He f ; 
hath * us. 1 


Let our hearts be filled alſo RY a juſt value ard 4 


eſteem for our gracious Sovereign, by whoſe power 


and goodneſs the Righteouſneſs of our Statutes and 
Judgments is preſerved to us: that we may pay him 
all reverence, and diſcharge a chearful and conſci- 
entious obedience to his authority: that we may 
with all readineſs anſwer the demands of his go- * 
vernment- againſt the common adverſary, and con- x 
tribute our utmoſt endeavours to promote his eaſe | 


and en 


— 


And let us reſolutely adhere to our excellent Con- 
ſtitution: let our love and our zeal for it be propor- 
tionable to its real value: let us be faithful to its 
intereſts, and vigilant for its ſecurity and advance- 
ment; and apply our joint and uniform labour to 


tranſmit it in a ſtate of purity and perfection to 


poſterity, that it may be the joy of many generations. 


Not that there appears any particular cauſe for 


anxiety and fear; unleſs indeed from our ingratitude 


and wickedneſs, which may- provoke God to remove 


bs is of * | his 
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This Glory from us, and to withdraw thoſe favours, 


4 © which are our diſtinguiſhing honour and happineſs. 


i 


Me have exerted ourſelves with illuſtrious ſucceſs in 
7 oppoſing the encroaching power of tyranny : we are 
bleſſed with wiſdom and unity in our Councils, and 
experience their happy effects by conduct and cou- 
4 rage in our Armies : we have great advantages from 
the peculiar nature of our fituation, and from the 
numbers, ſtrength, and diſpoſition of our people. 
So that, under theſe auſpicious circumſtances, if we 
would act with ſincerity, and exert a ſpirit and re- 
4 ſolution becoming men, who profeſs themſelves 
Freemen and Chriſtians; we may reaſonably hope, 
through the protection and favour of Heaven, to 
fruſtrate the moſt deep deſigns of our enemies, to 
f defeat their moſt powerful attempts; and to proſper 
in our n and honourable dae making. 


- fy - | | ; | 

And this Hope is more immediately confirmed 
and heightened to'us, by the preſent great and im- 
portant victory abroad; and by the ſeaſonable aſ- 


| ſurances here of an aA and ſincere concern 
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for the common cauſe. Our people are inſpired 


with public ſpirit and honeſt zeal, and with joint 
C 2 hearts 
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hearts and hands become the military ſupporters of 


their own rights and properties: and men of the 5 \ 


higheſt dignity are active and forward in the ſervice 


* 


The real danger to our Eſtabliſhment ariſes from 
our internal diſorders and corruptions ; which are 7 
more to be dreaded than any hoſtilities. Theſe lay 


us open to the power of our enemies, and to the 
judgments of God : they naturally tend to bring de- 
ſtruction upon the place, where they prevail; and 
alſo cry aloud to heaven for vengeance. Sin is in- 
deed the ſource of every public evil: it hath cor- 
rupted and deſtroyed the moſt flouriſhing ſtates, and 
ſpread ruin and deſolation over kingdoms, which no 
foreign enemy could oppreſs. Men thereby ſap and 


undermine the ground, upon which they ſtand; and 


break down their own ſupport, and that of N 
about them: they ſubvert the very foundations of 
the building, and involve all things in one com- 


mon ruin. It is abſurd then to flatter ourſelves 
with 


k 
of "their Country, and prepared to ſacrifice their f [ 
ſubſtance and their lives in the defence of the 


beſt of Kings, and the moſt perfect Conſtitu- £ 
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with the hopes of ſafety, while men abound in ali! 
2 manner of wickedneſs, and are filling up the mea- 
ſure of their iniquity with greedineſs; while they 
gbr in their ſhame; and deſpiſe all means of reco- Phil. is. 19. 
5 very. A Reformation of manners. is abſolutely ne- 
ceeſſary: a check muſt be given to immorality and 
impiety, and the overflowings of ungodlineſs be re- 
1 pelled and reſtrained. The peace and happineſs of 
every particular perſon, the credit and honour of 

Fl Religion, the welfare and nee of our n 
prob Ry upon it. 5411-10 7 
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= The m ene therefore are called to the diſ- 
L | harms of their office; to hear the cauſes, and judge Deut. i. 16. 
ni bieouſiy between every man and his brother : to re- 
cConcile contending and quarreling parties: to pro- 
tect the properties of the honeſt, and prevent all 
violence and diſorders: to uſe all diligence for the 
encouragement of virtue and the ſuppreſſion of vice; 
and by all means to exerciſe their power 1 autho- 
= for the Dune ged. | 


ratios NPE I will VE" 20 no 1 TY 
to o ſociety, unleſs they are put in force: in vain 
ſhould 
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ſhould we boaſt of the goodrieſs and excellency ,of * 


. 


our Laws, were they neglected and trampled on: 
and the diſgrace of not having a juſt and regular 
execution of them would be greater, than not to 
have them at all. Fraud and Diſhoneſty, Immo- | 


rality. and Profaneneſs deſerve no toleration; for no 
man can pretend conſcience for theſe, vices, and 
110 are the A ene of the ane 


8 to 15 thoſe, Fa might het WA, as | 


ful members of the community, undergoing public 
marks of infamy ; —- to ſee numbers of our fellow- 
creatures baniſhed into foreign parts, and others cut 


off by the hand of Juſtice in a ſtate of health, and 


perhaps in the vigour of life, cannot but affect us 


with pity and compaſſion. Vet, if men will have 


no regard to their own good, and their engagements 
to ſociety; if they will neglect to provide for their 


own ſupport by honeſt means, and will act againſt 


the civil rights of their neighbours by violence and 
rapine; they do what in them lies to deftroy the 
Conſtitution; they forfeit all right of protection, 


and muſt be treated as publick enemies. How clear 
is their condemnation | how juſt their puniſh- 


11700. | ment! 
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£ [ment | May ſuch conſider the nature of - their 
4 crimes, and the aggravating circumſtances. which 
x may have attended them: the ſin of offending a- 
gainſt ſuch good and known Laws, and the con- 
Eviction of their own minds; and the danger of pro- 


e F2 
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voking a juſt and almighty God! And may they 
be perſuaded, while God gives them yet ſpace for 
repentance to fly to that City of Refuge; unto 
which our Bleſſed Saviour invites all ſinners, with 
his arms, as it were, extended to embrace them: and 
„ here, through his merits and mediation, they may 
find the favour and mercy of God, and reſt and 
comfort to their fouls 

But t the cute 85 may be equally prejudiced 
by leſs notorious inftances : there are many crimes, 
which may not fall under the notice of the Laws, 
which yet are highly offenſive to God, and produce 
much diſturbance and detriment to the publick. 
Whoever conſults his own private intereſt and wel- 
fare in oppoſition to the proſperity. of his neigh- 


bour ; Whoever, in order to enrich or aggrandize 


himſelf, or to gratify any ſenſual paſſion, procures 


any injury, or prevents any good to others; he is 


een 4 guilty, 
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ments of ſociety; and ſtands condemned by the law 
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guilty, in proportion to his crime, as an open of- 
fender: he hath broken the bonds and engage- 


of reaſon and equity. And although he may by 
his fraud or ſecrecy avoid a publick puniſhment, or 4 
the infamy of common diſcourſe ; yet how will he 
eſcape the awful bar of our Lord and Judge, where 
all our actions, ſmall and great, publick and private, 
will be expoſed to view in the preſence of men and 
angels; and according to their true nature and qua- 
lity a juſt ſentence be pronounced and executed 
upon us? Loet ſuch therefore look into tlie 
New Teſtament, the Law written with the finger 
of God : there they may read their doom ; and what 
will be their inevitable deſtruction, unleſs they ſhould 
break off their fins by repentance, and regulate their 
lives according to that holy word. 


Let us all be influenced by theſe conſiderations 
and motives to conſult the good of our neighbour 
in every part of our conduct; and to be ſincerely 
obedient to thoſe Righteous Statutes and Fudgments, 
which are ſet before 2s. Let the purity of our faith 
reach * the mere profeſſion and form of god- 


lineſs, 
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linefs, and reſtrain the impurity of the heart: and 
let us unite in a vigorous purſuit of ſuch meaſures, 
Iwhich may make for our peace, and moſt effectually 
N ſecure our Religion and Government. 

Yy | 
Or i 
1e 


f- 


S 
"i 
* 
* 


Are we under engagements to ſociety ; and bound 
by nature, by reaſon, and by Chriſtianity, to ſtudy 
and promote the general good ?---and ſhall we ſo far 
2 violate our duty, as to pay no regard to any but 
ourſelves? ſhall we confine our views to our own. 
private deſires and gratifications, and indulge a vi- 
cious ſelfiſhneſs, which is the ſpring of univerſal cor- 
ruption and miſery ? ---Are we fo peculiarly happy, 
as to be ruled by laws, made by ourſelves; which 
manifeſtly tend to eſtabliſh private peace and publick 
ſerenity? and ſhall we be ſo weak and void of un- 


at 


* deri anding, as to be ourſelves the diſturbers of 
our own happineſs ?--- Hath God favoured us with 
many mercies and bleſſings; hath He made us the 

x peculiar care of his Providence; and put it into our 

8 power to bea great and flouriſhing people ? and ſhall 


we not acknowledge our obligations to Him, and 
n ſhew our gratitude in the moſt acceptable manner; 
I by the reformation of our lives, and a ſincere obe- 
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dience to ble will? and can we. be too rgiabeful. d 5 ö 
_ goed) ſo gracious a God i Hath He often pre- 


vited us to walk in the light of his countenance ? 
and ſhall we not take heed. to our ways and to our | 
doings ;. and demean ourſelves, as a people ſaved. 


Ifa. i. 16 17. 


that we may attain. their high and glorious ends, 
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adorn: it hy aur actions; and:labour in our reſpective 


n ern Me 


ſerved our Liberties, and eſtabliſhed the means of 
our happineſs ? hath He called. us to the knowledge 
of his Goſpel, opened the way of ſalvation, and in- 


by, the Lord ? and endeavour to live fo ſoberhy, 
righteouſly, and godly, that the poſſeſſion of theſe 
great bleſſings may be certain and laſting ta us; and 


PEACE: and 8 hees,'s and n! and ber 
l . 8 Arie . a virtuous and 1 religious [ 


people: let us cegſe 30 do eil, and learn to do well - | 
let us protect religion by our encouragement, and 


ſtations, by authority and example, as far as our 
influence may extend, to raiſe and improve a ſenſe 
of it in'others. Thus ſhall we expreſs a juſt re- 
gard for the welfare of our fellow-creatures, and 
à true zeal for the honour and proſperity of our- 
«>; Country : 


* 
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